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Kunisaki Peninsula

Minemichi Long Trail
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Mt.Futago, located in the center of Kunisaki Peninsula, was formed
from volcanic eruption and tuff, which has made it a suitable place
for Mineiri* with mountain peak rock trails.




The World of Rokugo Manzan

“‘Rokugo Manzan” is the term that represents the temples of the Kunisaki Peninsula, Oita Prefecture in
Kyushu. Rokugo refers to the six towns formed along the valley lines extending from the Mt. Futago, which
stands in the center and Rokugo Manzan, is also the generic term for the large and small temples built
there. Hachiman beliefs centered on Usa Shrine and mountain worship of antiquity fused with the ascetics
of the Tendai denomination formed Kunisaki’s unique syncretic culture of Shintoism and Buddhism.
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The long trail is a nature trail that traverses
mountain paths, ancient roads and the like. It
can also be said to be a "walking trip" to enjoy
the local nature and culture, while connecting
with people of the area.

The monks of the Rokugo Manzan temples
have long been practicing “Mineiri”* using the
mountain trails around the Kunisaki Peninsula.
These trails have been reconstructed and
serve as the foundation for the Kunisaki
Peninsula Minemichi** Long Trail.

With a total length of about 135 kilometers,
the trail runs from Bungotakada City’s
Kumano Magaibutsu to the Futago-ji Temple
of Kunisaki City. Kunisaki is the birthplace of
the syncretism of Shintoism and Buddhism
where the remarkable original landscape of
Japan remains. It is a trail packed full of
charm, encompassing Kunisaki's culture,
history, and nature through the Sawtooth Oak
forests and reservoirs of the Globally Impor-
tant Agricultural Heritage System (GIAHS) of
the Kunisaki Peninsula Usa Area, the Rokugo
Manzan temples, and the astounding scenic
view of the Seto Inland Sea National Park.
*Mineiri (ZEAV))

Mineiri is the act of traversing rough terrain for ascetic training.

“*Minemichi (%3&)
Minemichi refers to the ancient routes used by monks for religious practices.
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Walk the Kunisaki Peninsula with the
start of the trip in Tashibu no Sho, the
historic landscape of Japan. 11.5 km
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After praying for the safety and fulfillment at the
starting point of the Kunisaki Peninsula Minemichi
Long Trail at Kumano Magaibutsu, the largest cliff
carved Buddhas in Japan, we set our aim on Maki-odo
where nine Buddha statues are preserved from the
Heian period. Exiting Kodai park from Maki-odo, climb
the rocky mountain of the sunrise-sunset Kannon
where you can see Tashibu no Sho in its entirety. After
having enjoyed Tashibu no Sho's rural rice field historic
scenery, head toward the finish point at Kozan-ji Tem-
ple via the Utsugi Toge-ike Pond.
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From Kozan-ji Temple of Mt. Saiei, where you can see
the Rokugo mountains in their entirety, make your
way to the center of the Kunisaki Peninsula. 15.2 km
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From the starting point of the course at the Kozan-ji
Temple a place to view all of the Rokugo mountains,
descend toward Iwawaki-ji Temple. From Iwawaki-ji
Temple pass by Shitta Kannon, finally reaching the
National Treasure Fuki-ji Temple, the oldest wooden
structure in Kyushu. The area around Fuki-ji Temple
is a suitable place to enjoy a brief rest and eat. When

you are ready, make your way through shiitake cul-
tivation and sawtooth oak forests toward the finish
at Nameshi Dam.
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From Mt. Yayama’s gentle mountain
path through Tennen-ji Temple’s
rough mountains rock peak. 12.2 km
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Start from Nameshi Dam’s lakeshore, famous for its
cherry blossoms, stopping at the Choan-ji Temple,
with its well-known rhododendron flowers on the
hillside of Mt. Yayama. Proceed down through the
mountains to Tennen-ji Temple, where the Shujo
Oni'e festival is held, and where Kawanaka Fudo is
enshrined in the flowing waters of the Nagaiwaya
River in front of the temple. Pass beyond the adjacent
valley known for the Mumyobashi Bridge, and head
towards Matama Onsen Sansui-so, stopping at the
Mudo-ji Temple, Tsubaki-do and Oreki-ji Temple.
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The focal point of the Bungotakada course, enjoy
walking along the mysterious rocky ridge. 11.7 km
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Starting from Matama Onsen area, ascend Mt. Inomure with an alti-
tude of 458 m. Mt. Inomure has many highlights like the large rocks
of the Stone Circle on the eastern peak. Proceed down and toward
the Nakayama Senkyo area, which is the focal point of all of the
rocky mountain peaks in Kunisaki. The ridge path of Nakayama Sen-
kyo is quite thrilling with its vast scenery. The finish of this trail is
Reisen-ji Temple, Jisso-in Temple, and Rokusho-gu Shrine.
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The Shujo Oni'e is a fire festival to pray for national peace, abun-
dant harvest, and sound health by the Rokugo Manzan temples of
the Kunisaki Peninsula. One theory suggests that the festival is
thought to have a history of 1,300 years and was started by the
legendary Bodhisattva Ninmon in the Yoro era when the priests of
the Rokugo Manzan gathered for the founding. Presently, the Shujo
Oni'e is only conducted at the following three temples; Tennen-ji
Temple, Iwato-ji Temple, and Jobutsu-ji Temple.
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Kunisaki Peninsula Usa Area GIAHS
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The Kunisaki Peninsula Usa Area with its numerous reservoirs and
having the largest production of Sawtooth Oak forest in Japan, was
recognized as a Globally Important Agricultural Heritage System in
2013. There are special products like raw timber shiitake and shi-
chitoui, which is only produced in Kunisaki. Along the Kunisaki Pen-
insula Minemichi Long Trail, you can bask in the pleasant
undeveloped forested countryside in places like the terraced rice
fields of Mitsujoin, Hazama Shin-ike Pond, or Tashibu no Sho.
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From Ofudo Iwaya to Itsutsuji Fudo,
the essence of the Minemichi Trail. 11.2 km
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From Reisen-ji Temple, Jisso-in Shrine, and Rokusho-gu Shrine, go through the
Ushirono Pass and enter the idyllic village of Saiho-ji. After a small rest, de-
scend the Amitabha Pass, and the magnificent scenery of Ofudo Iwaya will
appear. Go through Sento-ji Temple, then walk around the grounds of Kyuse-
nto-ji Temple Ruins. It is packed with sightseeing places such as the Nio statues
carved in one-side of a monolith and the five-tiered grave sites. After visiting

the historic site, walk to Itsutsuji Fudo, enjoying the view of the Seto Inland
Sea, before heading to the finish at Iwato-ji Temple.
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From Monjusen-ji Temple to Gyonyu-ji Temple,

visit five famous temples. 15.5 km
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The start point is Monjusen-ji Temple. The temple grounds are a national park.
Walking along the mountain path of Mt. Monju, ad proceed to Kiyotaki Kannon
where clear spring water flows. From there go down to the Jobutsu-ji Temple,
which is the stage of the Shujo Oni'e festival once every two years. Head through
Taishaku-do via the Yokote Pass to reach the Jingu-ji Temple with its charcoaled
Buddhas. After worshiping, head east to Senpuku-ji Temple, a nationally recog-
nized Buddhist temple and its Kaisan-do, a magnificent monastery. Arrive at
Gyonyu Dam Park, passing through Gyonyu-ji Temple along the Yokote River.
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From the ancient Ilwato-ji Temple to Monjusen-ji Temple,
explore the spectacular views of undeveloped countryside and
rocky mountain peaks. 17.6 km

BIERSRBER L LOEGE THE LA RSP RE, I — AR
MBIk E, REF2 BiET. RS 550 BEFAMP ).
LOCHOFIZ M E CFRILAR DM 2 572 TE T, BPEOISE &
ho BIEERIARL AP MEZ &M L CTRIERERI TLYHD L, &
BiEomLIu s Foiisi e Rah s Z4ANT ) & Rsekily = B
89

The start of this course is Iwato-ji Temple, where the Shujo Oni'e festival and the elegantly
shaped Kunisaki stone tower is located. The first half of the trail aims for a flat rural
mountain walk to Daisho-ji Temple. Stop at the five-tiered grave sites and head to Chokei-
ji Temple. Soon Yamaguchi-ike pond and Mt. Monju will be visible in front, later becom-
ing the latter half of the trail. Ascend to the site of the former Kuzuhara village via the
Kannon Magaibutsu and Iwato scenic area. While viewing the scenery of Konpira View-
point and the superb view of Gorota-daira, descend to the Sanjubutsu, ending our segment
at Monjusen-ji Temple.

K-2

o

o= =2l Gootesdairg)

N8 Uit Jepanton




e .:. _' . _.. = ' - |
o N, o
ﬁ%ﬁH&%ﬁ%M@%ﬂ
IXF¥MEfedith

R I U s T S B 338
W) %R U %13.4km
Sawtooth oak forest and reservoirs,

feel the charm of the Kunisaki Peninsula
Usa Area GIAHS. 13.4 km
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Gyonyu Dam Park boasts a beautiful landscape and
is the starting point of the course. Climb the Man no
Iwa via the dam. From the top of Man no Iwa you
can overlook the dam.
Head through the village of Akamatsu, and the
Hazama Shin-ike Pond and Hazama Furu-ike Pond
will soon appear. The surrounding area of the ponds
vastly consists of Sawtooth Oak trees and is a place
that conveys the charm of the GIAHS.

After stopping by Maruono-ji Temple, pass through
the Hoda field of shiitake mushroom to the goal of this
course via Houon-ji Temple and Houon-ji Temple Park.
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A gentle leisure course with even elevation,
enjoy the real pleasure of walking along
the rural streets. 14.3 km

[RINEDY | OERYE 5 WBHFL
R2sE M. FFIEREINAE V2 5 FIRN %
Mo T [HAE] THARREEMRICL S
Hbo MMOILOFR~NAY . FHIAREE % 5
. WRF, BEREZRET, HREOSIC
A5, HEBEFORBELZ A X206, LA
BB oY 2 BERETH L 2R o
HE (ESEE) 2l h %% <o #rid i
Bl E L

This trail starts from the venue for the firefly festival,
Houon-ji Temple Park.

First, head back along the Musashi River to the Yoshihiro
River and stop by Gakuniwa-jinja Shrine, famous for
Yoshihiro Gaku. Enter into the mountain area to the
south. Visit Yoshihiro Castle Ruins, go through Saiko-ji
Temple and Kuratani Pass, and enter the valley of west
Musashi. While walking along the rural path you will
arrive at the former residence of Baien Miura, a promi-
nent thinker in the late Edo period, near the end of the
trail at Baien no Sato accommodation and camping site.
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Through the highest peak of the
Kunisaka Peninsula,

arrive at the long trail finish at
Futago-ji Temple. 12.0 km
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From Baien no Sato, go down to the Asaku valley and
stop by the Morota-san-jinja Shrine. From there go a
little further up and pass through the Hashirimizu
Bunki. The trail re-enters the wooded area at the
county district line, with sights set on Mt. Futago,
with an altitude of 721 m and large panoramic view
of the Seto Inland Sea. From Mt. Futago head down
through its seven mysterious spots and arrive at the
Futago-ji Temple, famous for its autumn foliage.



